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Please plan to attend these important forums so that you
are well prepared for the November 4 election.
Bring your friends, neighbors, and colleagues.
Santa Barbara - Goleta Valley AAUW is co-sponsoring
these informative events with the
League of Women Voters of Santa Barbara.
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President’s Message
Thank you to those of you who attended our Empowered Woman
Luncheon with Valerie Plame Wilson
as our speaker. We had a wonderful
turnout of almost 90 people, and
made approximately $2000 for our
SB-GV AAUW Scholarship Fund. I
would like to encourage us to make
the Empowered Woman Luncheon
an annual event to celebrate women
who are leaders and innovators,
while supporting our local scholarship
efforts. Win-win, as I see it.
As we move into election season,
I encourage all of you to check out
AAUW California’s website at http://
www.aauw-ca.org and click on the
Public Policy tab. You will find information on the statewide propositions
which AAUW CA has studied as part
of its Public Policy program.

Briefly, AAUW - CA supports:
Proposition 47: Criminal Sentences. Misdemeanor Penalties. Initiative Statute.
AAUW - CA opposes:
Proposition 45: Healthcare Insurance. Rate Changes. Initiative Statute.
Proposition 46: Drug and Alcohol
Testing of Doctors. Medical Negligence Lawsuits. Initiative Statute.
AAUW - CA is neutral on:
Proposition 2: State Budget. Budget
Stabilization Account. Legislative Constitutional Amendment.
AAUW - CA did not study Proposition 48: Indian Gaming Compacts. Referendum, because it is not related to
the AAUW CA Public Policy Priorities.

There is much more information on
the AAUW - CA website about
these ballot propositions, why
AAUW - CA has taken the positions
it has, and about the election process in general.
At the local level, we are proud to
be co-sponsoring two forums with
the League of Women Voters of
Santa Barbara, as outlined on the
cover page. I hope you will come to
both of these events.
I thank you for being a part of the
Santa Barbara - Goleta Valley
AAUW branch.

Claire VanBlaricum
967-7523

Thank You to Our Tech Trek Supporters for 2014!
It is only because of the generous support of our branch members, community members, local businesses and foundations that our
branch was able to send 26 local junior high girls to Tech Trek this past summer. The cost to the branch per camper this year was
$900, which is why those who have contributed $900 or more are designated as Sponsors . If you know of a business, individual, or
foundation that might be interested in donating to Tech Trek, please contact our Tech Trek fund raising chair, Beverly Kowalsky
Ching at 964-5411, or by email at beverlykc@cox.net, and she will follow up.

SPONSOR ($900 or more)
Anonymous
ATK Space Systems, Inc.
Barbara Levi *
Citrix Online
Claire VanBlaricum*
Deckers Outdoors Corp.
Frontier Technology, Inc.
Jean Reiche *
Karl Storz Imaging, Inc
L3 Communications/MariPro
Lopker Family Foundation
Nusil Technology LIC
Raytheon Company
Stone Family Foundation *
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DONOR (Less than $900)
Anne Kiley Gray *
Beverly Kowalsky Ching *
Bonnie Johnson *
C. L. Skinner *
Carol Thompson *
Catherine Frakes *
Ellen Zissler
Gloria Peyrat
Jane Deselm *
Jane Honikman *
Jane Macedo de Veer Agency
Janice Cooper *
Joyce Spezman-Margolin
Karen Bunker *
Kathleen Crevier *

Kathy Piasecki *
Lynn Zodtner
Michele Nellis *
Optimist Club at UCSB
Pamela Holst *
Patricia Finn *
Patricia Jones *
Picosys Inc DBA Invenios
Ruth Schaeffer
Samuel Ryan
Sara Cunningham
Susan Shank
Suzanne McBride *
Virginia Capra *
* AAUW Member
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Tech Trek Ice Cream Social Showcased Campers
Grateful Tech Trek campers from summer 2014 attended our annual Ice Cream Social not only to partake of do-ityourself sundaes but also to share their experiences with family, AAUW members and Tech Trek supporters. I personally love this event, not only as an ice cream addict but also as a Tech Trek supporter. The girls show both poise and
enthusiasm as they tell us about the food, the experiments, their boat trip and their teachers.
One thing that particularly struck many of us in the audience was that when they introduced themselves, they referred
to themselves as having been “a chemist at Tech Trek” or “an Alternative Energy Specialist at Tech Trek” rather than
just saying “Chemistry was my core class.” It showed that they had truly embraced the philosophy of Tech Trek, and
they saw themselves as scientists, mathematicians, or engineers.
Our Branch should be proud of enabling so many deserving young women to have such a life-changing experience.
A grateful Tech Trek mother took time to write us to express how impressed she was with the camp. Here are the
aspects of the camp that earned her particular praise:
“The science material was challenging. When it is challenging, it feels worthwhile, worth pursuing in the future…
Staff selection was very good. The women seemed interesting and likable…
The girls were assigned to roommates and groups with kids new to them...That's a smart move given possible social
dynamics.
My daughter very much looked forward to and enjoyed spending the week in a dorm. ..
Each of the steps for applying to camp and carrying out the complex projects were learning experiences, and show at a
practical level how science projects can play out.”
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Empowered Woman Luncheon Was a Great Success!
Our September 30 Empowered Woman Luncheon at the Canary Hotel featuring Valerie Plame Wilson as our speaker was a wonderful event. Thank you to those of you who came and to those who spread the word to others in the community. We had almost
90 attendees, many of whom were not branch members. Thank you also to Sharon Hoshida of Granada Books who brought copies
of Valerie’s books to sell (and sold out!). And a big “Thank You” to Valerie Plame Wilson for donating her time to come speak to us
and help raise money for our Santa Barbara - Goleta Valley AAUW Scholarship Fund so we can continue empowering women in the
teaching profession here at UCSB.
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Reason to Celebrate!
The 20th Anniversary of the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) was celebrated last month. We
have Sen. Orrin Hatch and then-Sen. Joe Biden to thank for this groundbreaking bipartisan legislation,
which expands protections for women across the country. On the heels of VAWA’s anniversary, the
White House announced the “It’s On Us” campaign against campus sexual violence. AAUW is a proud
official partner of this effort.

Two New Resources from AAUW
The AAUW Action Fund Congressional Voting Record (CVR) for the 113th Congress is now available
online! This voting record provides information about senators’ and representatives’ votes and cosponsorship on AAUW issues, including economic security, budget and appropriations, education, and
civil rights. Hard copies of the CVR are on their way – you can be one of the first AAUW members to
get copies of this voter education resource by pre-ordering it via the upcoming policy events form, or
sending an e-mail to VoterEd@aauw.org. (Please remember that the CVR and other issue-oriented
information are prohibited at voter registration tables. For more information on voter registration
laws and best practices, listen to a recording of the get-out-the-vote conference call.)
This week, AAUW released our annual analysis of the gender pay gap by congressional district. The
analysis includes a fact sheet for each state with that state’s wage gap and the wage gap for each congressional district. Plus, we rank each congressional district from smallest gap to largest. How does
your state or district stack up? Use this information to hold your members of Congress accountable!

Cheers to Emma Watson for Her Speech to the UN
United Nations Women Goodwill Ambassador Emma Watson gave a speech at the United Nations
Headquarters that challenged men and boys to become advocates for gender equality. “We want to
end gender inequality – and to do that we need everyone to be involved,” Watson said. She also said
we must stop equating feminism with man-hating because feminism is the “belief that men and women
should have equal rights and opportunities.” Watson’s speech kicked off the “HeforShe” campaign, a
solidarity movement for gender equality.

Our Next Outing!
Later this month our Outings Interest Group will take an
excursion to the Carpinteria Salt Marsh Nature Park.
This is a natural treasure in our own back yard that few
of us have explored. The estuary totals 230 acres, 120 of
which is owned by USCB as the Salt Marsh Reserve. The
remainder is the Salt Marsh Nature Park, which is owned
and operated by the City of Carpinteria.
Every Saturday at 10 AM there is a free two hour docent
led hike. If interested, please contact Jane Honikman
967-9757 or jane@janehonikman.com so we can select a
Saturday that works for everyone!
For more information, go to http://www.carpinteria.com/
points_of_interest/marshes/
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Make Marion Proud
Ever since Marion
Talbot co-founded
AAUW, members
have debated
which issues we
should focus on.
Which issues matter to you? Comment today on
AAUW’s Public Policy Program and bylaws. Follow the
link below to weigh in on AAUW priorities.
Share your opinion on advocacy
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October 2014 Calendar
“In October any wonderful unexpected thing might be possible.”
Elizabeth George Speare, The Witch of Blackbird Pond
October 8

Wednesday
6 pm - 8pm

Goleta Water District Candidates Forum - Goleta Community Center Auditorium, 5679 Hollister Ave, Goleta. We are cosponsoring with the League of Women Voters of Santa Barbara.

October 9

Thursday
5:30 pm

Steering Committee meeting - Jane Honikman’s home, 927
N. Kellogg, SB. Any branch members are welcome to attend.

October 12

Sunday
3 pm

Pros & Cons on Ballot Measures for the November 4 election. United Methodist Church, 3105 Anapamu, SB. Asbury
Room. We are co-sponsoring with the League of Women Voters
of Santa Barbara.

October 14

Tuesday
12:00 noon

Lunch Bunch - Outpost Restaurant at the Goodland Hotel, 5650
Calle Real, Goleta. This is the new hotel that has taken over and
revamped the old Holiday Inn. Call Claire VanBlaricum at 9677523 by Monday afternoon for reservations.

October 21

Tuesday
7 pm

Book Ends - . My Beloved World by Supreme Court Justice Sonia
Sotomayor. At the home of Joanie Jones, 1035 May Court, SB.
(Off Patterson north of Cathedral Oaks) Our November book will
be Empty Mansions by Bill Dedman and Paul Clark Newell, Jr. Both
books are available in paperback.

October 28

Tuesday

Movie Night - Please watch your email the weekend before for
information on the film, time and place.

Date to be
determined

Saturday

Outing to The Carpinteria Salt Marsh Nature Park - See
page 7 for details.

Looking Ahead
November 20, 2014 , 5 - 8 pm
The Forum at Alan Hancock College, 800 S. College Dr. , Santa Maria
Program on Human Trafficking with Opal Singleton, President and CEO of Million Kids,
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit that combats human trafficking. Representatives of Million Kids serve
on the Riverside County Anti-Human Trafficking Task Force.
This program is sponsored by the AAUW branches of Santa Barbara and San Luis Obispo Counties.

Volume 4

8

Page 8

Santa Barbara Goleta Valley AAUW
P.O. Box 802
Goleta, CA 93116-0802
http://sbgv-ca.aauw.net/
2014-2015 OFFICERS
President:

AAUW advances equity for women and
girls through advocacy, education,
philanthropy, and research.
By joining AAUW, we belong to a community that breaks
through educational and economic barriers so that all
women and girls have a fair chance.

Claire VanBlaricum
Secretary:
Jane Honikman
Treasurer:
Carol Thompson
Asst. Treasurer:
Vacant
Steering Committee:

Membership in AAUW is open to people who hold an associate degree or
higher. Branch membership offers friendship with like-minded people and an
arena for making a positive contribution to your community. Benefits include
a subscription to California PERSPECTIVE, our quarterly publication. You
can join our e-mail lists and attend our annual convention. Membership dues
at the branch level include California and National dues.
If you know of someone who you believe would appreciate the opportunity
to join our branch, please send them the link to our website (http://sbgvca.aauw.net/) and give their name and contact information to Ginny Capra at
ginnycapra@cox.net.

Cathy Black
Ginny Capra
Jill Dunlap
Diane Green
Colette Hadley
Beverly Kowalsky-Ching
Barbara Levi
Janice Rorick
Newsletter Editor:
Claire VanBlaricum
Scholarship Chair:
Ann Lippincott
Directory:
Ginny Capra

2015: See You in San Diego!
We can’t wait to find new ways to empower women
and girls at our 2015 AAUW national convention,
June 18–21, 2015, at the Sheraton Hotel and Marina in
San Diego. We’re excited to build on the success of the
2013 convention and look forward to planning an even
more engaging and more valuable program for you.
Register today at http://convention.aauw.org/register/
We’ll see you there!
Let’s get a group together from our Santa Barbara Goleta Valley branch and take the train!
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