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This seminar gives both the social service provider and the community member key
lessonsfor
in dealing
Launches
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with individuals from poverty. It is designed for employers, community organizations,
law enforcement, counselors, health care and social service providers, as well as the general public.
Topics include:






increasing awareness of the differences in economic cultures
how those differences affect opportunities for success
the hidden rules among classes
the role of language and story
building an accurate mental model of poverty
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Masthead and Mis- 8
sion
Dianne Owens brings to her audiences the knowledge gained from direct service experience with
people in poverty for over 17 years. She trained with aha! Process, Inc. in May 2010 to become a
community facilitator/trainer of “Bridges out of Poverty.” This one and two day workshop is based on
the research of Dr. Ruby Payne and identifies principles for improving outcomes with individuals from
generational poverty. She has trained the Arbor E&T, LLC staff in Santa Barbara County and has
trained non-profit and government employees in Lake County in the Bridges concepts and philosophy.
She has trained county and non-profit staff the past three years at the California Workforce Association (CWA) Youth
Conferences, as well as staff from Tehama County in October 2013.
Dianne holds a Bachelor of Science degree from South Dakota State University in Consumer and Family Sciences. She
pursued graduate work at Arizona State University. Dianne is a certified facilitator for the Institute of Cultural Affairs and a
Master Certified Trainer with Curtis & Associates. She is a graduate of Leadership California and Leadership Santa Barbara
County. Dianne is currently President of the Lompoc-Vandenberg Branch, AAUW and the Chair of the Youth Council for the
Santa Barbara County Workforce Investment Board (WIB).

Co-sponsored by Santa Barbara – Goleta Valley AAUW
and the Santa Barbara League of Women Voters
League of Women Voters®
of Santa Barbara

Acting Co-Presidents’ Message
We are pleased to welcome Ginny
Capra to the Branch Steering Committee as our Membership Chair.
Her enthusiasm and energy are appreciated as she steps into the role
vacated by Dorie Kirtman, who has
moved to Las Vegas, Nevada and will
be greatly missed. Ginny has hit the
ground running and is preparing a
new branch brochure for us to use in
our recruitment of new members.
Ginny will also be attending State
Convention with Jane. It is not too
late to consider joining them April 11
-13 at the LAX Marriott Hotel.
There were 128 in attendance at the
Madonna Inn in San Luis Obispo to
celebrate AAUW Funds at our Central Coast Fellows Luncheon on February 22. We were really proud to
hear from Sharon Westhafer, the
AAUW CA head of AAUW Funds,
that we had more people at our
luncheon than at either the Northern
or Southern official Fellows Luncheons sponsored by AAUW CA!
AAUW CA President, Alicia Herman,
spoke eloquently about the importance of AAUW’s mission and our
ability as an organization to influence
public policy regarding issues of interest and concern to women.

Of course the main focus of the
luncheon was on the three AAUW
Fellows who are studying in the local
area. We heard from three recipients
representing three types of funding.
The American Fellow, Lindsey Higgins, spoke about her teaching and
research at Cal Poly in Agribusiness.
The International Fellow, Farnaz
Daneshpour from Iran, is one of
Lindsey’s students getting her PhD
with plans to return to Iran and teach
agribusiness, especially to other
women. A Career Development
Scholarship was awarded to Santa
Barbara native Allyson Toscher who
is getting a second BS, this time in
Nursing. They each told how and why
they are in their chosen field and
were gifted membership in National
and State AAUW. Allyson will become our youngest Branch member!
We are excited about our upcoming
program on March 13. Please make
an effort to hear Dianne Owens and
bring friends. This is a unique opportunity to learn from an expert about
the difficult and complex topic of poverty. Please look at page one for all
the details and share the information
with your friends and colleagues.

Registration for March 22 Tech Savvy
is open and girls from 6th – 9th grade
are enrolling for an exciting day of
learning at UCSB. Our Branch, in
partnership with UCSB, received one
of only 10 grants given by AAUW
national to host this program in our
community. We are so pleased and
proud that Jill Dunlap, our branch
liaison to UCSB and a member of our
branch Steering Committee, took the
initiative to apply for this prestigious
grant!
Mark April 8th on your calendars now
to meet Laurel Phelps, the recipient
of our 2013 Branch Scholarship who
is a first year teacher at Roosevelt
Elementary School. She will explain
how the research we funded is being
applied in her classroom.
We continue to enjoy being part of
our hard working Steering Committee. Please consider joining us as we
endeavor to achieve our AAUW Mission. As always, thank you for being a
part of our wonderful branch, Santa
Barbara - Goleta Valley AAUW!

Claire VanBlaricum 967-7523
Jane Honikman
967-9757

DD Patrick, San Luis Obispo branch; Lindsey Higgins, American Fellowship Recipient; Alicia Hetman, President of AAUW
CA; Farnaz Daneshpour, International Fellowship Recipient; Dianne Owens, President , Lompoc - Vandenberg
branch,;Allyson Toscher, Career Development Grant recipient; and Jane Honikman, Co-President SB-GV branch.
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A Note From Our Voice in Washington
February 28, 2014
Last week I visited Tempe for AAUW of Arizona's Lobby Day, and even I had no idea how good our
timing was going to be. Not only was it virtual paradise after our harsh winter, but the AAUW members that I meet were wonderfully inspiring in their efforts to make Arizona a better place for women
and girls – and they took no prisoners!
Women from all over the state came to the capital to discuss education funding, human trafficking, and
the now-infamous SB 1062. The AAUW machine basically took over the place – I even got to lead the
Pledge of Allegiance in the Senate, and AAUW-AZ president Claudette Haney gave the chamber's
opening invocation. AAUW was recognized for our good works on the floors of both chambers by
multiple legislators, and AAUW members lobbied their state representatives and senators. When it
became clear that SB 1062, a hateful piece of legislation that would have allowed Arizona businesses to
discriminate against any person under the guise of religious freedom, was headed to the governor's
desk, State Public Policy Chair Jane Adrian and AAUW-AZ members sprang into action yet again.
You may have heard about the last item, which made national news last week and this week. AAUW
members in Arizona sent hundreds of messages to Gov. Jan Brewer this week, and they’re part of the
reason she ultimately vetoed this bill. It’s when we make our voices heard and speak up for the rights
of all that we’re the most effective.
That’s why I love working with AAUW members like you – you never hesitate to make your voice
heard, or to speak truth to power. In fact, you've excelled at it for more than 130 years. I can only say,
thank you – and keep it up!
Yours in AAUW,

Lisa M. Maatz
Vice President of Government Relations

New Studies Indicate Success of Common Core
Taken together, two important studies released in the last week of February show that Common Core states which
actively engage teachers and schools and put aside time for teacher collaboration to implement the new standards are
more successful and experience higher teacher approval of this education reform. The National Center for Literacy
Education report, Remodeling Literacy Learning Together: Paths to Standards Implementation, and the Fordham Institute
report, Common Core in the Districts: An Early Look at Early Implementers, are available for free online. Also this week, the
National Urban League announced its endorsement of the Common Core standards.
We encourage you to read these reports, as well as AAUW’s article and issue page on Common Core. You can access
the article and issue page on the AAUW national website, www. aauw.org. There is a link to the AAUW site through
our branch website at http://sbgv-ca.aauw.net/
AAUW members are trusted messengers in education policy, and our voice in this debate is critical!
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We are a member organization of this wonderful local coalition.
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Tech Trek Update
TECH TREK camper selections are underway. Once again,
thanks to your generosity and energetic fundraising by Beverly Kowalsky Ching, we plan to send 25 seventh grade girls
to the Tech Trek Camp this summer. Our committee has
made presentations about the camp to potential candidates
from our five local public junior high schools. We have collected many more applications than we have places to fill.
The next step is to interview the applicants and their families and then to make the agonizing decisions about which
of the strong candidates we should send. Notifications go
out on April 1.
Thanks to committee members Karen Bunker, Mary Howe
Grant, Pat Jones, Irene Stone and Claire VanBlaricum!

Barbara Levi, Tech Trek Coordinator
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March 2014 Calendar

March is Women’s History Month!
Celebrate Our Foremothers!
During her aviation career, from the 1930s through the 1960s, Jacqueline Cochran (d. 1980) set more speed and altitude
records than any contemporary pilot, male or female, and was the first woman to break the sound barrier. During World
War II, she was instrumental in formation of the Women's Air Force Service Pilots (WASPs). This photograph was taken
ca. 1962 when she received the Harmon Trophy for establishing eight World Class records in jet planes.

March 11

Tuesday
12 noon

Lunch Bunch - State and Fig 1114 State Street, SB, in La Arcada in the paseo leading to Figueroa. Interesting sandwiches,
soups, salads. (and handmade potato chips!). Call Claire VanBlaricum at 967-7523 by Monday afternoon for reservations.

March 13

Thursday
7 pm

Bridges Out of Poverty presented by Dianne Owens, Faulkner
Gallery, Central Library, 40 East Anapamu, SB. Please see page
one for details!

March 18

Tuesday
7 pm

Book Ends - “The Monuments Men” by Robert Edsel. At Jane
DeSelm’s home, 619 C amino Campana, SB. Our April book is
“Lottery” by Patricia Wood Both books are available in paperback.

March 22

Saturday
9:30 am to
3 pm

Tech Savvy - A one day conference for 6th - 9th grade girls and
their families to explore STEM career opportunities, sponsored by
AAUW and UCSB. Corwin Pavilion, UCSB. Please see page 5 for
details! More info and a link to registration are on our branch
website, sbgv-ca.aauw.net.

March 25

Tuesday

Movie Night - Please watch your email the weekend before for
information on the film, time and place.

Looking Ahead
April 8
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Tuesday
7pm

Laurel Phelps, a sixth grade teacher at Roosevelt School, who received the 2013 Dr. Lynne Cavazos Fellowship from our branch,
will be providing her insight into what this award has meant for
her career. As an advocate for women and girls, Laurel wrote
in her scholarship application: I see now that the best way to
spread the word about these issues is by teaching the next generation of
female scholars from a young age. By building their confidence and providing them with knowledge and options for their future I will help them
see that what was once unattainable for women is now within their
reach.
The meeting will be held at Roosevelt School.
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Santa Barbara Goleta Valley AAUW
P.O. Box 802
Goleta, CA 93116-0802
http://sbgv-ca.aauw.net/
2013-2014 OFFICERS
President:

AAUW advances equity for women and
girls through advocacy, education,
philanthropy, and research.
By joining AAUW, you belong to a community that breaks
through educational and economic barriers so that all
women have a chance.

Carol Hershey
(on medical leave)
Acting Co-Presidents:
Claire VanBlaricum
Jane Honikman
Treasurer:
Cathy Black
Asst. Treasurer:

Membership in AAUW is open to people who hold an associate degree or
higher. Branch membership offers friendship with like-minded people and an
arena for making a positive contribution to your community. Benefits include
a subscription to California PERSPECTIVE, our quarterly publication. You
can join our e-mail lists and attend our annual convention. Membership dues
at the branch level include California and National dues.
If you know of someone who you believe would appreciate the opportunity
to join our branch, please send them the link to our website (http://sbgvca.aauw.net/) and give their name and contact information to Ginny Capra at
ginnycapra@cox.net.

Carol Thompson
Steering Committee:
Ginny Capra
Jill Dunlap
Beverly Kowalsky-Ching
Barbara Levi
Bette Perelli
Janice Rorick
Newsletter Editor:
Claire VanBlaricum
Scholarship Chair:
Ann Lippincott
Directory:
Ginny Capra
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